EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 40-04

AN ORDER IMPLEMENTING THE RULES AND REGUALTIONBS OF THE MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL TASK FORCE ON ANTI-ILLEGAL LOGGING

WHEREAS, an Executive order No. 34-04 has been passed by this Office creating the Misamis Occidental Task Force on Anti-illegal Logging.

WHEREAS, in order for the Task Force to effectively enforce the pertinent laws or regulations and to undertake measures that would curtail illegal cutting of trees and other activities that destroy the biodiversity of Mt. Malindang Range Natural Park and other natural forest in Misamis Occidental, a well defined Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) appertaining thereto is necessary.

NOW THEREFORE, I, LORETO LEO S. OCAMPOS, Governor of the province of Misamis Occidental, by virtue of the power and authority vested in me by law, do hereby establish the following Implementing Rules and Regulatins:

Section 1. definition of Terms. For the purpose of implementing the subject Executive order, the following terms shall be defined as follows;

a. Mt. Malindang Range Natural Park refers to all portion of Mt. Malindang Range established as natural park by congress of the Philippines through Republic Act No. 9304 on July 30, 2004.
b. Natural Forest refers to forest areas which have existed without significant interventions of man or human beings.
c. Natural Grown trees refers to trees found in forest lands or alienable and disposable lands which exist and grown without the significant interventions of man.
d. Planted trees refers to all trees found in forest  lands or alienable and disposable lands which have been introduced and reared by man.
e. City/Municipal Task Force on Anti-illegal Logging refers to the sub-task force created pursuant to the executive order at the city/municipal level to be headed by the Mayor and composed of the different agencies residing within the city/municipality which are concerned on law enforcement, peace and order and conservation of the forest and watershed areas.
f. Forest Protection Laws and regulations refer to national laws and local ordinances promulgated purposely to protect or conserve biological diversity.
g. Chainsaw refers to small machine equipped with engine, guide bar and sharp- toothed chain used to cut down trees and slice timber into desired size or dimensions.
h. Seizure refers to the act of taking by an authorized person of a thing, considered unlawfully acquired or possessed from its owner/possessors and to be deposited with the authorized person or agency for safekeeping.
i. Confiscation refers to the process of taking away a ting or things from its owner or possessor by competent authorities in favor of the government.
j. Task force refers to the Misamis Occidental Task Force on Anti-Illegal Logging and the sub Task Forces at the City/Municipality level.

Section 2. There shall be created City/Municipal Task Force on Anti-Illegal loggig at the City/Municipal levels which shall be chaired by the City/Municipal Mayors and shall be composed of the different agencies, or institutions residing in the city which are concerned with the law enforcement, peace and order, conservation of forest and watershed areas, and chairpersons/chairmen of barangay inside MMRNP.

Section 3. Duties and Function of the Task Force

a. Establish and maintain check points in strategic areas in the mountain barangay and in the city/municipality.
b.  Check all people who wish to go inside MMRNP as to the purpose. Duration of stay and appropriate permit from authorized agencies. Those with bad intentions must be prohibited from authorized agencies. Those with bad intentions must be prohibited from going inside the park.
c. Check all transported timber or lumber to find out if the products are legally sourced and covered with transport documents. Illegally sourced or undocumented forest products must be seized, to due process and confiscated if the facts warrant.
d.  Check all chainsaws in transit or in actual cutting operation. Chainsaws without certificate of registration issued by the DENR or those with Certificate of Registration but are used in illegal operation other than what has been stated in the Certificate of Registration must be seized and confiscated in favor of the government.
e. Apprehend and investigate all individuals found violating forest protection laws and regulations and submit pertinent information’s to the Chairman as basis for appropriate action.
f. Coordinate with the DENR in field operations, and prosecution of offenders.
g. The DENR shall liaise with the different cities and municipalities, provide technical expertise and facilitate the filing of appropriate charges against the offenders.

Section 4. Operating Procedures. To facilitate implementation of the subject Executive Order, the following operating procedures shall be followed, to wit:

a. Apprehensions or detections made at the barangay or unit level shall, if necessary, be reported immediately to the City/municipal mayors being the Chairman of the City/Municipal Task Force for support or disposition. Those that can be resolved at the barangay level shall be disposed and reported to the City/Municipal Task Force for record purposes.
b. In the event that the violation or case cannot be effectively resolved or acted at the City/Municipal level due to its gravity or risk, it shall be immediately reported to the DENR thru the Provincial Chairman for appropriate action.
c. All actions or apprehensions from the barangay up to the city/municipal level shall be reported to the Provincial Governor for record purposes.
d. The Provisional Task Force shall convene once 2 months except when there are urgent matters that need immediate action wherein the provincial Chairman shall call an emergency meeting. City/Municipal Task Forces shall also convene 2 months prior to the Provincial Meeting.
e. All confiscated lumber forest products and conveyances, tools and equipments used in illegal operating must be deposited with the nearest PNP stations for safe keeping.
f. The DENR, thru the Protected Area Superintendent or CENRO’s shall immediately file criminal complaints against offenders in appropriate courts of justice soon as all the necessary information’s for the purpose warrant.

Done this 28th day of September 2004 at Capitol, Oroquieta City, Philippines.

