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DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER) 
NO. 2007 - 17 

SUBJECT: 	 RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING SPECIAL 
USES WITHIN PROTECTED AREAS 

Pursuant to RA 7586 otherwise known as the National Integrated Protected Areas 
System (NIPAS) Act of 1992 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations, the following 
rules and regulations governing special uses within protected areas are hereby 
promulgated: 

Section 1. Basic Policy. The policy of the State provides for the conservation 
of biodiversity and sustainable development in protected areas to maintain essential 
ecological processes and life support systems. 

The effective management of protected areas should encourage cooperation 
between and among stakeholders to manage and develop the appropriate zones of 
protected areas through special use agreements. 

Section 2. Objectives. This Order shall set forth in detail the guidelines for 
the processing and issuance of special use agreements within protected areas. 
Specifically, this Order shall have the following objectives: 

2.1 	 To provide access and economic opportunities to indigenous peoples, 
tenured migrant communities and other stakeholders of protected areas 
thereby contribute in the reduction of poverty incidence; 

2.2 	 To optimize the special uses of protected areas consistent with the 
principles of sustainable development and biodiversity conservation in 
cooperation with the stakeholders; 

2.3 	 To guide the development of the appropriate zones of protected areas in 
accordance with their management objectives; and 

2.4 	 To earn revenues for the sustainability of protected areas management: 

Let's Go Green 



Section 3. Definition of Terms. For the purpose of this Order, the following 
terms shall mean as follows: 

3.1 Special Uses - include activities and introduction of development as 
mentioned in Section 5 of this DAO and consistent with the Protected 
Area Management Plan (PAMP). 

3.2 Special Use Agreement in Protected Areas (SAPA) - a binding instrument 
between the DENR through the PAMB as the first party, and a second 
party as defined in Section 7 hereof. 

3.3 Ecotourism - is a form of sustainable tourism within a natural and cultural 
heritage area where community participation, protection and management 
of natural resources, culture and indigenous knowledge and practices, 
environmental education and ethics, as well as economic benefits are 
fostered and pursued for the enrichment of host communities and the 
satisfaction of visitors. 

Section 4. Scope and Coverage. SAPA may be issued within protected areas 
except in Strict Nature Reserves and shall be confined only to the management zones of 
the protected area appropriate for the purpose. 

The SAPA can be issued only in protected areas whose management zones have 
been identified and delineated. 

Section 5. Kinds of Special Uses. The following are the special uses, that may 
be allowed, but not limited to, within protected areas, subject to the issuance of an 
Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) and approval by the Secretary or his duly 
authorized representative: 

5.1 Ecotourism facilities 

5.2 Camp Sites 

5.3 Communication facilities 

5.4 Transmission lines 

5.5 Irrigation canals/waterways 

5.6 Rights-of-way (such as: transmission lines, communication facilities, etc.) 

5.7 Aqua culture 




















